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wepdNEsDAY, September 14, 1791. 


° ‘ : 7 . dia 
Lo the Editor of the Bee, uae 


Sketch of the Life of the late Sir James Stewart Denham, 
Baronet, Author of the Principles of Political Occo- 
nomy, and many other ‘valuable Writings, by ALBA 
NICUS. 7. od 

With'a Portrait. 

Sir, 


T i¢ with great fatisfaction that I comply with 
your requeft, to accompany the portrait of Sir James 
Stewart’s perfon with fome account of his life and of 
his writings. He was the fon of Sir James Stewart of 
Goodtrees, baronet, folicitor-general for Scotland, by 
Anne Dalrymple, daughter of Sir Hugh Dalrymple of 
North-Berwick, baronet, prefident of the college of 
juftice, and was born on the roth of O&eber, 0.5. in 
the year 17.13, at Edinburgh. - 

Vor. V, A 
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The firft rudiments of his education he received at 
the grammar-fchool of North-Berwick, which, at the 
time of his father’s death, he quitted at the age of 14, 
with the reputation of being a good fcholar, but with- 
gut any extraordinary advancement in knowledge. 

It is‘femarkable, that many men who have been fin- 
gularly ufeful to fociety have not fhown early fymptoms 
of the greatnefs of their intelle€tual powers. A great un- 
derftanding muft be the offspring of happy organiza- 
tion in a healthy body, with co-operation of time, of 
circumftance, and of inftitution, without being forced 
into prematurity by exceflive cultivation. 

This holds with refpeét to the growth and perfection 
of every creature; and the truth appears remarkable 
with refpe& to our own fpecies, becaufe we are apt to 
miftake the flimfy attainments of artificial education for 
the fteady and permanent foundations of progreffive 
knowledge. From the fchool of North-Berwick Sir 
James was fent to the univerfity of Edinburgh, where 
he continued until the year 1735, when he paffed ad- 
vocate before the Court of Seflion, and immediately af- 
terwards went abroad to vifit foreign countries. He 
was then in the twenty-third year of his age, had made 
himéelf well acquainted with the Roman law and hif- 
tory, and the municipal law of Scotland. He had 
likewife maturely ftudied the elements of jurifprudence, 
and was yerfed in the general, as well as the particular 
politics of Europe; and was bent upon applying his 
knowledge in the inveftigation of the ftate of men 
and of manners in other nations, with a view to pro- 
mote the benefit of his own, and to confirm himfelf in 
the love of a free conititution of government, by con- 
templating the baneful effects of unlimited monarchy 
in Germany, Italy, and Spain, and of ridiculous at- 
tachment to a king and nobility, to war and to perni- 
cious fplendour in France. He travelled firft, however, 
into Holland, with a view to ftudy the conftitution of 
the empire before he fhould vifit Germany, and to at- 
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tend fome of the lectures of the moft eminent profeffors at 
Utrecht and Leyden, on public law and politics. From 
thence he pafled into Germany, refided about a year in 
France, travelled through fome part of Spain, where 
he had a fever, that obliged him for his perfect reco- 
very from its effeéts, to go by the advice of higgdriends 
to the fea coaft of the lovely province of Valencia ; 
from thence returning he crofled the Alps, and by Tu- 
rin, made the tour of Italy, where, chiefly at Rome and 
Florence, he refided till the beginning of the year 1740; 
when having {pent five years on his travels, he return- 
ed to Scotland, and married the Lady Frances Wemyfs, 
eldeft daughter of the Earl of Wemyfs, about two years 
after his return. 

A few months after his marriage the reprefentation 
of the county of Mid-Lothian became vacant, by the 
member being made a lord of trade and plantation. 
The candidates were the late members and Sir John 
Baird of Newbyth. On the day of election Mr Dun- 
das of Arnifton, one of the fenators’ of the college of 
juftice, was chofen prefes of the meeting. He, from 
fome prejudice againft Sir James, omitted to caufe 
his name to be called on the roll of freeholders. For 
this illegal ufe of the prefiding power Sir James infti- 
tuted a fuit againft Arnifton; and refuming the gown 
as an advocate, pled his own caufe with great energy 
and eloquence, with the applaufe of the bench, the bar, 
and the public. With this appearance Lord Arnifton 
was fo much moved, that he came down from the 
bench and pled in his own defence at the bar. 

This bufinefs excited very general attention in Scot- 
land ; and had Sir James continued at the bar, he muft 
have rifen to the head of his profeffion inScotland, in fpite 
of the controuling jealoufy and power of Mr. Dundas, 
But on his travels Sir James had contracted friendfhips 
with Lord Marifchall, and other eminent men, attached 
to the pretenfions of the royal family of Stuart, and 
had received flattering attentions from the Pretender 

A 2 
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to the Britith throne ; the impreflion arifing from which, 
added to the irritations of his controverfy with the 
powerful party in Scotland attached to the court, led 
him, unadvifedly, into coanections with the movers of 
the late rebellion in the year 1745. 

As he was by far the ableft man of their party, the 
Jacobites engaged him to write the Prince Regent's 
manifefto, and to affift in his councils. Information 
having been given of his participation in thefe affairs, 
he thought it prudent, on the abortion of this unhappy 
attempt, to Jeave Britain; and by the zeal of Arnifton 
he was excepted afterwards from the bill of indemnity, 
and rendered an exile from his country, 

He chofe France for his refidence during the ten 
firft years of his banifhment, and was chiefly at An- 
goulefme, where he fuperintended the education of his 
fon; from thence he went to Tubingen in Suabia, for 
the benefit of its univerfity, in profecution of the fame 
dutiful and laudable defign ; but in the end of the war 
56, having incurred fufpicion of the Court of Verfailles 
of affording advice to the Court of London, was feized 
at Spa, and kept fometime in confinement ; from which 
being liberated, after the accefhion of the prefent king of 
Great Britain, he came private, by toleration, to Eng- 
Jand, and refided at London, where he put the laft hand 
to his Syitem of Political Oeconomy, the copy right of 
which he fold to Andrew Millar; and being permitted 
to dedicate this work to the king, he applied for a nol 
profequi, which, after fome malicious objections, he 
obtained, and had the comfort of returning to his fa- 
mily eftate in Scotland. 

Having nothing profeffional to do during his long 
refidence in France, the a€tive mind of Sir James was 
occupied in ftudy. His book on the Principles of Political 
Oeconomy contains moft of the fruits of it. He turned 
himfelf, in the intervals of leifure, to confider the re- 
fources of France, that hé might the better compile that 
part of his great work which was to treat of revenue and 
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expenditure. It was by ftudying the language of the 
finances, without which nobody can afk a proper quef- 
tion concerning them, fo as to be underftood, that he 
attained his great purpofe. 

As foon as she could atk queitions properly, he applied 
in familiar converfation to the intendants and their 
{fubftitutes in the provinces where he refided, whom he 
found extremely defirous to learn the ftate of the Bri- 
tifh finances, under the branches of the land-tax, cuf> 
toms, excife, and other inland duties. ‘This led him 
‘ to compare the ftate of the two nations. The informa- 
tion he gave was an equivalent for the information he 
received ; curiofity balanced curiofity, each was fatisfied 
and inftructed. ‘Fhe department of the intendants in 
France were confined to the taxes which compofed the 
recettes generales, namely, the taille, the capitation, and 
the ¢wenticths, or vigntiemes. All the intendants had 
been Maitres des Requetes, bred at Paris, and could not 
fail to have much knowledge of the general fermes and 
other branches of the revenue. He carefully noted down 
at all times the anfwers he got; and when he came to re- 
fide at Paris he obtained more ample information, both 
from the gentlemen of the revenue, and from perfons 
of the parliament of Paris, who, to the number of 
twenty-five had been for fifteen months exiled in the 
province where he had fo long refided at Angoulefme. 

With thefe advantages, with much ftudy and atten- 
tion to arrangement, he was enabled to compofe the 
fixth chapter of the fourth part of the fourth book of 
his Syftem of Political Oeconomy, a portion of that 
great work well worthy the attention of thofe who with 
to know the ftate of France, in refpect of revenue, 
and are not to be fatisfied with the piratical books that 
have been fince publifhed on political ceeconomy, and 
particularly fuch as regard the fituation of France, with 
refpeét to debts and refources. 

And fince. France hes become lately an immenfe 
fubjet of interefting fpeculation, and that it behoves 
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Britain to confider well the ftate of that country, I 
fhall here produce Sir James’s view of the debts of 
France, as they ftood at the peace of Paris, in the 
year 1763, and of the plan which was then concerted 
for paying the intereft, and for extinguifhing the capi- 
tal. And I do this the rather becaufe no account has 
hitherto been given of this matter by any perfon not in- 
terefted to deceive the public either in France or in 
Britain.. At the peace of Paris, all the debts of France 
then outftanding, which had been contracted previous 
to the war 1744, were reduced to the old debts which 
had been arranged in the year 1720, after the Miffiffippi 
operations. ‘Thefe confiited in g90 millions of livres, 
perpetual annuities, at two and a half per centum, dif- 
tributed into contracts, on the town-houfe of Paris, 
and in 94 millions, at the fame rate of intereft, owing 
by the King to the company of the Indies, which was 
alfo conftituted in the year 1720. 

The intereft of thefe debts, in 1762, amounted to 
twenty-feven million one hundred thoufand livres, 
and, by the account between the King and the com- 
pany of the Indies he was bound to pay them, annu- 
ally, for the difcharge of the dividends of their ftocks, 
two millions four hundred thoufand livres. 

Thefe two fums of intereft amount, together, to 
29,500,000 livres, which were fecured upon and paid out 
of the king’s ordinary revenue. ‘I'he war, which be- 
gan in 1744 and ended in 1748, involved France in 
new and great debts. Notwithitanding the impofition 
of the tenth, during this war, and all other extraordi- 
nary impofts, credit fell very low in the year 1745, 
until Monf. de Monmartel, the King’s banker, and 
others, opened a bank; and, in order to fupply the 
public demands, borrowed money from the country at 
large, at one-half per cent. per month, the capital pay- 
able on demand, to fecure the circulation of their 
notes. This bank preferved its credit till the peace 
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1748, at which period a very large fum was due to it 
by the king. 

The method fallen upon to difcharge the debts con- 
tracted during this war was to impofe, at the peace 
1748, the firft twentieths, inftead of the tenth, which 
had then ceafed, and thefe twentieths, with the 
amount of allocated taxes, amounting to fifty-two mil- 
lions three hundred and thirty-eight thoufand livres a- 
year, were fuppofed to be fuflicient, in twelve years, 
to extinguifh the debt. 

We now come to the war 1756, which ended in the 
year 1763, by the peace of Paris, during which period 
amazing fums were levyed in France every year, and 
an amazing fum of debt was {till due at the peace. 
You will find, in his Political Oecon. from p. 420 
onward, a very particular account of the ways and 
means employed during every year of this war, for 
raifing the fupplys; and in the third branch, p. 431, 
are {tated the taxes impofed for difcharging the debts 
contracted during the war, amounting to the annual 
fum of 68,690,787 livres. The whole amount of the in- 
tereft of debts at the peace of Paris, the Miffiflippi, the 
war 44,and the war §6, amounted to 121,028,787 livres. 
The plan, theretore, at the peace, was to difcharge gra- 
dually the immenfe debt, by keeping up the three 
twentieths, with all other war taxes, during the peace ; 
but the extravagance of the court and other circum- 
ftances, rendered this plan abortive, at leaft in a great 
meature. 

When France came to protect our revolted Colonies 
in America, thefe mortgaged revenues were diverted 
from their purpofe of extinguifhing capital debt to car- 
ty on the American war ; and it ended in fecuring the 
independance of the United States of America, by the 
capture of Lord Cornwallis, and the acknowledgment 
of their independance by the peace 1783. 

Thus, our aftonifhment muft ceafe on the remem- 
brance of the efforts France made to humble Great 
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Britain daring the late American war, without the im- 
pofition of new taxes, while Great Britain was running 
the hazard of crippling both her trade and manufac- 
tures ; not to fpeak of poor old agriculture, /o little 
heeded of late, by impofing new and heavy taxes, to an 
unexampled amount. But France was diverting, with ill 
faith, her revenues from the public creditors, while 
the Britifh minifters were boldly meeting the evil of 
war, with taxes more than fufficient to borrow the fums 
neceffary to carry it on. 

By fimilar means, our prefent minifter has increafed 
our public credit, at the expence of the people, whofe 
patience, if it be not interrupted or deftroyed by fome 
violent exertion, may enable him and his fucceflors, to 
fatisfy the moneyed intereft of Britain, and by the price 
of the funds to keep up the {pirits of the people, who 
confider thefe as the barometers of public profperity. 

France, on the other hand, by diverting the fifty-tive 
millions of annual revenue allotted to che payment of in- 
tereft and capital of debt to carry on a war, have now a 
deficit amounting to that fum, which has rendered a 
revolution unavoidable. It is needlefs to talk to orators 
about finances, but fuch ought not to imagine that de- 
clamation will pay debts, or prevent the neceflity of 
a change of Government,when that which exifts is found 
unequal to the prefervation of the community. ‘This 
diverfion of revenue in France has proved the caufe of 
a change, however, that I truft will difappoint the 
croaking auguries of thofe monarchical gentlemen who 
are pleafed to dignify themfelves with the title of the old 
whigs of England. 

( To be continued. ) 


Whether Iam praifed or blamed, fays a Chinefe 
fage, I make it of ufe to my advancement in virtue. 
Thofe who commend me, I conceive to point out the 
way I ought to go; thofe who blame me, as telling mo 
the dangers I have run. 
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— Vol. IV. p. 296.) 
Or the common Bini ti part of France,—the 


men are generally robuit and well limbed,—the womert 
neat, and well drefled. They are remarkable for what 
the French call bien coiffe,” that is, a pretty head 
drefs ;—but neither of them have the healthy counte- 
nances and frefh complexions of our country people an 
villagers. Youvery rarely fee thofe fine creatures we 
call bonny laffes, and blooming lads. ‘The provifions for 
living are futficiently plentiful here, and, in feveral arti- 
cles, good,—particularly lamb, mutton, pidgeons, 
hares, partridgés, &c. The beef is not good,—and we 
are not pleafed with the poultry, unlefs we feed them 
ourfelves, or bring them from diftant parts. ‘They have 
very few cows, and no proper pafture for them, except 
on diftant hills; fo we can have little milk or butter 
that is tolerable.—I had very good butter of cows milk 
{ent me from Toulon, three times a week, at the rate of 
about two thillings per pound.—They might have plenty 
and variety of excellent fith from the Mediterranean; bz 
their native fifhers are miferably deficient, both in {kill 
and induftry.—During every {pring feafon the Genoefe 
carry on a profitable and very confiderable trade of fithing 
on this coaft, in the beft manner,—and even fupply the 
French markets : thus thofe republicans, with fuperior 
enterprife and induttry, excited and fupported by wife 
we Wp mn and regulations of the ftate, like the 
utch on our coafts, divert to themfelves thofe fources 


g of plenty and wealth which naturally belong to our own 


people. Men interefted in the people’s profperity, and 

intelligent in the meansto promote it govern republics. 

Kings and courtiers are chiefly ftudious of their own 

jecurity, and for that they rely on the force of merce- 
Vor. V. B 
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nary armies, and the influence of mercenary priefts. A 
Frederick rarely, very rarely exifts; a Monarch who 
had capacity to conceive, and virtue to practice the 
golden rule of government,—That the people’s profpe- 
rity is the only fure foundation of a monarchs honour and 
intere/ft. 

The horfe I purchafed at Aix ferves me well ;— 
for amufement, exercife, change of air, I frequently 
make jaunts upon him as far as Toulon, I there be- 
came acquainted with a Monf. Caffarilli, lieutenant of 
a king’s fhip; from his company and converfation I 
have derived much pleafure and information.—I alfo 
had the good fortune here to be further acquainted with 
the celebrated 4b4é Raynal.--At the age of feventy-four, 
he has, for fome years, lived with an extraordinary ab- 
ftinence of diet.—He drinks no fermented liquors, and 
fubfifts altogether on cow’s milk and bread ; by this 
regimen he enjoys perfect health and high fpirits ; he 
talks inceflantly, but is conftantly entertaining, often 
‘inftru€tive ; and in converfation he expreffes himfelf 
with the fame propriety and perfpicuity as he does in 
his writings. 

The many good offices of my banker Frances Grenet, 
and other gentlemen of this country, confirm an opinion 
I have formed of the French charaéter in general, 
that they are not merely polite, but really friendly and 
heneficent.—A Monf. Bouffie, at Hyeres, is remarkable 
for obliging attention to itrangers, efpecially the Bri- 
tifh—He has merited my regard by numberlefs good 
offices.—I found him engaged in a project of building 
a new and commodious hotel, in an excellent fituation, 
-—I difcovered that his finances were rather deficient, 
and I granted fome aid,—I hope it fhall profper. 

During my refidence at Hyeres I have amufed my- 
felf very agreeably, and effe€tually, in making collections 
of natural curiofities; fhells and other maritime bodies, 
foffils, fpars, and minerals. In this favourite obje& 
I was remarkably affifted by my old Scotith fervant 
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James ;—he difcovers a natural tafte, which excites an 
extraordinary keenefs and induftry in his fearches. As 
often as he could be fpared he traverfed the coafts and 
hills, far and near, returning always with ftores,—many 
of them rare or pretty. Some of my French ace 
quantances, obferving his merit in this and other fingu- 
larities, joined to a very unpolifhed appearance, called 
him Le fage fauvage,—the wife Savage. In the courfe 
of thefe excurfions he met with various adventures, 
fome of them odd, and ludicrous enough. I fhould re- 
Jate them at full length, were I difpofed to imitate the 
example of minute travellers, who write for the fame 
and profit of ample publications. I was made acquaint- 
ed with a Pere Urban, a dominican prieft of the con- 
vent of St. Pierre, at Toulon ; he had collected a fmall 
cabinet of natural hiftory, which was for fale, I pur- 
chafed the moft part of it. After this commerce with 
him, he appeared to be attached to me, made me re- 
peated vifits here, and affifted me in other purchafes. 
I had fome proofs of his kindnefs, and fome of his craft. 
Upon the whole, however, we were mutually well pleaf- 
ed. He amufed me, and I believe I paid him in a 
manner fufficiently liberal and comfortable. I mutt 
again make honourable mention of a barber.—He fer- 
ved me at this place,—his name is Mon/. Arena ;—I 
fet it down for recollection, if ever I fhould return here, 
and that I may recommend him to others, for he is an 
excellent honeft fellow. He was an amateur of na- 
tural hiftory; he fometimes volunteered as a guide 
to James, and otherwife materially aflifted me;— 
at length he fuggefted a fhrewd experiment, which 
{ thall try in other retired fituations; though it may 
feem whimfical it fucceededwell. He publifhed a pro- 
clamation by the common cryer in the village, and 
neighbourhood, that 2 foreign gentleman, whofe place 
of refidence he expreffed, was willing to pay reafonably 
for all articles of natural hiftory, which were partly 
Specified. [had daily, and very amufing levees, chiefly or 

3 2 
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failors and fifhers, or their widows and kindred, from 
whom I purchafed, at moderate rates, with God’s blef- 
fing into the bargain, many curious articles, from the 
Eait and Weft Indies, as well as the Mediterranean coaft 
and from the mines and quarries of this country.—In 
the courfe of my dealings for collecting articles of na, 
tural hiftory I met with a very iniocent adventure, 
which both entertained and interefted me much.—Mifs 
F h, a young lady of the Britifh party here, equally 
amiable by elegance of perfon and manners, recoms 
mended to my attention a Spanifh Lady of fingular 
fortune and character, whom fhe countenanced and 
patronifed from the pureft difpofitions of a good heart. 
This Spanith lady’s name is Madame Raquier, now patt 
fixty years of age ; when young and handfome fhe was 
married to a Frenchman, who had a good land eftate 
in this country, and carried on trade for many years, 
at Cadiz, with every appearance of fuccefs and grow- 
ing affluence ; they had no child, Having fettled his 
land eftate on a relation who lives at Toulon, in truft 
wholly for behoof of this lady, his wife, he died about 
ten yearsago. ‘There is reafon to doubt if this truft 
was faithfully adminiftrated; however that may be, 
the fact is, that all his effeéts in Spain were feized by 
his creditors there, and the adminiftrator in this coun- 
try having fold the land eftate, rendered an account, 
that all was exhauited by debts and expences of ma- 
ngagement ;—fo that, when the lady arrived here, in 
full expectation of an eafy fortune, fhe found herfelf 
deftitute even of common neceffaries, in a country 
where fhe was entirely a ftranger. A prieft, who was 
chaplain to her family, when in opulence, had, about 
this time been fettled in a {mall living near Hyeres ;— 
with him fhe has ever fince been entertained. She 
works diligently at fine laces, and thereby contributes 
to their fupport. She has made his little habitation 
the moft exquifitely elegant cottage, I believe, in the 
world,-—I have repeatedly vifited it with frefh admir- 
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ation. She has born this fevere and unexpected reverfe 
of fortune, with fuch firmnefs of mind and chearful 
fpirit, that the is highly refpected, and commonly cal- 
led Ja femme forte, or the brave woman. I found it no 
eafy matter to afford her a moderate relief, without of- 
fending her delicacy. She obftinately declined to re- 
ceive any thing as a prefent, or charity ; but by Mifs 
F——-s prudent and humane mediation, I purchafed 
from her fome choice articles of natural hiftory, even 
below an adequate price. I with to give her fome far- 
ther fupply, but I doubt itis impracticable ; and fo does 
Mifs F h. I have frequently converfed with her ; 
—her fenfe and fingular pleafantry quite charmed me. 
A good poet might make her, at leaft a match for the 
man of Rofs; an excellent character, but too artificially 
drawn by Pope. . 

No mifer can accumulate pelf with more avidity than 
I do thefe articles of natural hiftory.—I have accepted, 
without any fcruple or ceremony, many prefents from 
perfons of condition,—particularly from the Duchefs 
of Saxe Gotha, and Lady D——s, who have promifed 
to give me more; from a French bifhop, occafionally 
here, a veryrefpectable and pleafant man ; from Madame 
Bourgare, my friend, Mr Jaumes, and Monf. Roberts, a 
very worthy curate here, who has a good living ; from 
my countrymen Mr N—t ; honeft MrF h, &c. On 
my tranfactions in natural hiftory I make this remark, 
that if money mifers underftood their own intereft right- 
ly, they would aét liberally,—whereby the rich may 
be induced to make them prefents, and the poor to give 
them penneyworths, 

Iam in the courfe of perufing Mollier’s admirable 
comedies :—I have juft read the Mifer. Ina collec. © 


‘tion of works by an author of original genius, we are 


puzzled to form our judgment, and decide for ourfelves 
this queftion—which is the beft piece or chef @euvres. 
True genius refembles the power of eloquence,—in 
which the laft {peaker is predominant. WhenI have 
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juft read one of Shakefpear’s capital plays, I think it 
his beft, till I read another: at this moment I think 
the Avare is Mollier’s beft comedy ;—I may alter my opi- 
nion without abating my eftimation of it, when I fuc- 
ceflively perufe the Tartuffz, and the Mi/anthrope, &c.— 
We may obferve in real life, that if the mo‘ notorious 
mifer had fenfe enough to avoid certain pitiful, trifling, 
and contemptible favings, he might be allowed to me- 
rit the character of a wife and cautious man.—Mol- 
lier’s mifer would pafs for a rational good old man, 
prudently reftraining the exceffes of his inconfiderate 
and unexperienced children.—If you retrench thofe 
grofs and ridiculous fooleries, which indeed are infe- 
parable from the nature of avarice.—His /ending, in 
place of giving a good day, feems outre; but he is truly 
natural and comic, when he gives his fteward dire€tions 
about the entertainment. ‘ Plenty of foup maigre to 
*¢ cloy their ftomachs ; and provide what may ferve a 
«* company of eight, which will be fufficient for twelve 
¢ or fourteen.” 

Harpagon’s ludicrous agitations on difcovery of the 
robbery havea remarkable and very curious refemblance 
to Shakefpeare’s Shylock on a fimiliar occafion. It is 
pleafant to mark fuch comparifons of genius in differ- 
ent countries. Here the fimilitude is delightfully ftriking. 

Hyeres, March 20, 1787. Lift of French books, 
occafionally recommended by intelligent friends here: 
— Montaigne—V oltaire’s edition of Corneille,— Racine, 
Crebillon— Molliere—Boileau—Diétionaire raifonnce uni- 
verfel d Hiffoire naturelle, par Monf. Valmont, feven 
volumes—Voyage d’un amateur des arts,—Elemens de 
Phiftoire de France, 3 vols. par 7 Abbe Milot—Memoires 
de chimie, par Monf. Sage—Hiftoire d’ Efpagne, par Ma- 
riana—Hiftoire de Henri quatre, par Perefixe-—Tableau 
de Paris, many vols.—Guide des amateurs et des etran- 
gers voyeageures a Paris—Schruchzer’s natural hiftory 
of Switzerland.—Monf. Iaume promifes to give me a 
lift of the moft efteemed memoirs and tranflations in 
the French language. 
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March 23. ‘This day I was joined by my nephew, 
—an excellent companion—and we immediately fet 
out on our return northward. In pafling at Toulon 
we vifited Mr. and Mrs. C—k, who, for fome time, 
were very agreeable members of our Britith party at 
Hyeres ;—and I finally fettled my commerce with the 

rieft. 

; March 30, 1787. Marfeilles;—we pafs fome days 
very agreeably here. My ftores of natural hiftory col- 
le€ted in thofe parts are now carefully packed in fif- 
teen or fixteen cafes, and fhipped, by my banker, for 
London *. I alfo revifited Monf. Colet’s fine cabinet, 
with a letter of recommendation from Madam Bour- 
gare. I fhall ever warmly remember his kindnefs, 
and with for any proper occafion of a grateful return. 
He prefented to me a cafket, containing a felect, though 
{mall colle€&tion of curious and rare articles in natural 
hiftory ;—and on the footing of a liberal and friendly 
commerce, I received from him a lift of articles which 
he defired to have from different parts of Great Britain. 
Moft unhappily I have miflaid this lift, and earneftly 
with, by the mediation of fome obliging and good na- 
tured traveller, to have it replaced, that I may be en- 
abled to pay what I may properly call a debt of honour. 
For my own recolleétion, and to inform other curious 
travellers, I fet down that during this fhort ftop at 
Marfeilles I had fome ufeful commerce with a new 
acquaintance, a fair dealer in natural hiftory ;—his 
name and addrefs is—** Th. Ville, au coin de la caribiere, 
vers le port a Marfeilles. 


* It is certainly one, and a remarkable proof, (though in an in- 
ftance of little moment), of the eftablifhed regularity and fafety of com- 
merce, that, though I purchafed numbeglefs articles of natural hiftory, 
through the whole courfe of my extenfive travels, and left them in 
parcels to the charge of many different merchants, to be fent by various 
channels to different ports in Britain, I have fuffered no lofs or em- 
bezlement worthy of mention ; almoft all now are in my poffeflion. 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 
ie “Yao Ow 


My tranflations of the Letters to Capito and Helvi- 
dius Prifcus have been fo well received by your readers 
that I meditate the publication of the originals, to. 
gether with the whole of the volume in which they 
are contained. 

Doubts, I find, are entertained of their authenti- 
city, which will be removed by putting the learned in 
pofleflion of the manufcript, by depofiting it in the 
Britith Mufeum, and printing a copy of it, without 
deviation from the text. Meantime I fend you a 
tranflation of an Epiftle from Quintus to his brother 
Marcus Cicero, which bears internal evidence of its 
being one of thofe written from the Camp in Britain, 
to which Tully refers in his 17. of the 4. b. to Aticcus, 
and the 3. Ad. Quintum fratrem, 1.§7. I am Sir, 
with regard, 

your humble Servant. 
A. B. 


You are defirous, my excellent brother, that I fhould 
give you a minute account of the progrefs of our affairs 
in thisifland, and of my own particular fituation ; but 
Cxfar being now returned to the army in Gaul, and 
the weight of military affairs having fallen on my 
fhoulders, hardly can I find fufficient leifure to write, 
or opportunity to enquire concerning thefe things 
that might amufe you, as I did heretofore, when, like 
Trebatius, I confidered myfelf rather as a gueft and 
companion, than an affociate in the command and au- 
thority of the emperor. Indeed fo little occafion has 
there been for civil arrangements in the communities 
that have been brought under the Roman dominion by 
Cefar, that ‘Trebatius enjoys his books and his focial 
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pleafures in Gaul, while I am looking forward anxioufs 
ly for the return of a meffenger from the Emperor; 
that I may prepare the troops for marching to the 
fhore, and the reception of hoftages for the preferva- 
tion of fidelitpypbefore our re-embarkation and return 
to the continent. 

Few are the objeéts, my dear brother, in this favage 
ifland, that can contribute to the amufement of a po- 
lite fcholar, but many to excite the attention and con- 
templation of a philofopher. Here you behold rude Na- 
ture in her primitive and awfully interefting forms and 
varieties, and mankind, as it were, in its cradle, begine 
ning ouly to lifp the feeble accents of the focial lan- 
guage that will call hereafter for laws and for police to 
unite them happily with the miftrefs and patronefs of 
nations. 

To thefe objects, therefore, I have turned the whole 
of my attention during my feparation from Crefar 5 
having had the choice of my own quarters, and with 4 
ftrong guard, and with gifts to obviate the danger of 
devious excurfions, enquired diligently into the nature 
of the foil, and fituation, and manners, of the country. 
Nor have I been negie¢tful of examining the religion 
and language of the people, which differ lefs than you 
would imagine from thofe of our anceftors, as related 
in the Sybilline Tables, and yet to be traced in the 
language and manners of Magna Grecia, and the other 
extreme provinces of Italy. 

‘The temples of the Britains are raifed in the depths 
of woods, conitructed in a circular form, with obilifcs 
of ftone, over which are impofts of the fame material, 
and all of huge dimenfions, untouched by the chiffel. 

One of thefe I faw, while it was erecting by the rude 
and unfkilful hands of the natives, as a peace-offering 
to their Grianus, or Apollo, to mediate the good offices 
of Crefar. 

Vhe huge ftones of which it was compofed lay fcat- 
= by the hand of Nature on the plain; thefe, with 

ou. V. 
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myriads, of the votarics of the god, to afford their 
labour, the high prieft, who direéted the operations, 
caufed to be rolled up upon inclined planes of folid 
earth, which were formed from the excavation of 
trenches, until they were brought to a heighth 
equal to their own altitude; then pits having been 
dug, they.were launched from the terrace, and funk 
fo as to ftand perpendicularly at due and equal 
diftances in the circle, and over them were placed 
others horizontally ; sand after having compleated one 
circle they form another that is concentric, at fome 
diftance, and towards the extremity of the area of the 
inner circle, they place a huge: ftone for the perform- 
ance of their religious rites. When the fun enters the 
fign of Cancer is their great feftival of the god: and 
on all the high mountains and eminences of the country 
they light fires at the approach of that day, and make 
their wives, their children, and their cattle, to pafs 
through the fire in honour of the deity. Deep and 
profound is the filence of the multitude during this ce- 
temony, until the appearance of the fun above the ho- 
rizon, when, with loud and contiaued exclamations, 
and fongs of joy, they hail the utmoft exaltation of 
that tranfcendant luminary, as the fupreme triumph of 
the god of their adoration. 

From the Eaft, they fay, they drew their original ; 
and their religion actually refembles that of the Hyper- 
borean nations. In their temples, furrounded by ve- 
nerable and deep forefts, and adjoining to pools of wa- 
ter, they annually worfhip, (by wafhing in the living 
ftreams) a rude image, reprefentative of the mother of 
the gods, and giver of fruitful ieafons. ‘This goddefs 
they call Andaté, or Anaité, and her temples are moft 
facred. By her they fwear, to her they offer facrifices, 
and by her name I caufed them to vow fidelity to the 
commonwealth. Into ten tribes they are divided in 
their refpective communities ; and to the king, who is 
alfo king of the facred things, as well as fupreme go- 
vernor, is allotted the tenth of all the fruits of the 
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earth, from which he maintains the government and 
the priefts, with all the coftly apparatus of their reli- 
gious ceremonies, their facrifices, and their proceffions. 
Other contributions to the king or to the priefts they 
know not, nor will they fuffer, except on the marriages 
of the fons and daughters of their chiefs *. 

‘Their two great divinities, which, by different names 
and rites they diligently worfhip, are the heavens and 
the earth +. 

Perfons who arrogate to themfelves the knowledge 
of future events they have, and thefe, covered with 
goats fkins, and lying proftrate on the ground, utter 
ftrange, confufed oracles, which, when refufed, they 
are extorted by blows given by rods, or by the pizzles 
of bulls, prepared for the purpofe, until they become 
propitious to the votaries. 

Concerning the language I can only fay that it re- 
fembles that of Gaul, with a mixture of what has been 
infufed by mariners, who have for ages frequented the 
fhores in fearch of the precious metals ; and that I have, 
by the aid of my interpreters, difcovered a great many 
words that exactly refemble the ancient dialects of 
Italy, of which I give you the following, without pre- 
tending to fhape the barbarous founds of their lan- 
guage to a Roman ear; nor, as they are unacquainted 
with the art of writing, to make them intelligible to 
the eye. 


* This origin and intention of tythes is highly interefting and curi- 
ous, and deferves to be maturely weighed by ecclefiaftical antiquaries. 
If ever the neceflities of modern times fhould render a change unavoid- 
able in the difpofal of the revenues of the church of England, I beg leave 
to obferve, that without facrilege, the venerable clergy of England 
might, upon recurring to their ancient and indefeafible right of tythes, 
be obliged to maintain the king and the civil government, to the infis 
nite eafe and comfort of the people, and glory of the church, 

¢ “ Dua numina gue precipue Colunt, Terram et Coelum variis no- 
“ minibus et nitibus diverfis, ubique reperimus,” tc. 


C2 
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A River, 4 Horfe. 
A Fifp, A Bull, 

A Whale Dignity, 
A Man, Heighth, 


And many others, which hafte will not permit me to 
mention in,this Letter. May the gods enable me to 
beftow my iime better than in unfolding the barbarous 
manners of a barbarous people, and retlore me quickly 
to the feats of philofophy and empire. Fareweil, my 
Marcus; take care of your health, and may your life 
long remain for the fafety of the commonwealth. 
XV of the Kalends of September. 
* Ad Fines cum Excercitu, 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


OBSERVATIONS ON FROISSART. 


Sm Loo OP —_—_ we 


-_—— 


[ aM highly pleafed, (and Iam fure fo will every friend 
to literature in Europe,) with the communication of the 
particulars relating to Mr. Johnes’s valuable Books and 
MSS. and I invite you in the name of many refpectable 
readers of your Miicellany, to be free and frequent in 
the publication of fuch notices, becaufe they will lead 
to the compofition of new hiftorical works that will 
contain new views of human nature, to enrich philofo- 
phy and politics, and not merely to fafcinate the ear 
or the eye with the tinfel of fine periods, or the melo- 
dy of high founding antithefis. When Lord Auchin- 
leck was firft told of Dr Robertfon’s hiftory of Charles 
the Fifth being publifhed, ** Well, (faid he), I fancy it 
<< will be nothing but a new toot upon ane auld horn.” 
Now, really, Mr Editor, notwithitanding Lord Auchin- 
leck’s perfiflage upon horns, I fhould like to take 2 toot 
upon honeft Froiflart’s auld horn, without attempting 
any new toot of my own, and hope the repeated expref- 
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fion of a general defire to fee that book in a genteel 
English drefs, will produce an edition of him, for 
which, if a fubfcription be neceffary, [ have no doubt 
of its being fuccefsful. Hayley’s character of him 
might, with great propriety, be placed in the front of 
a new tranflation, 


* Here Courtefy, with generous Valour join’d, 
Fair twins of Chivalry! rejoice to find 
A faxhful Chronicler in plain Froiffart ; 
As rich in honefty as void of art. 
As the young peafant, led by fpirits keen 
To fome great city’s gay and gorgeous fcene, 
Returning with increafe of proud delight, 
Dwells on the various fplendour of the fight; 
And gives his tale, tho’ told in terms uncouth, 
The charm of Nature, and the force of Truth. 
Tho’ rude, engaging; fuch thy fimple page 
Seems, O Froiffart! to this enlightened age. 
Proud of their fpirit, in thy writings fhown, 
Fair Faith and Honour mark thee for their own; 
Tho’ oft the dupe of thofe delufive times, 
Thy genius, foftered with romantic rhymes. 

‘* Appears to play the legendary bard, 
And trefpafs on the truth it meant to guard. 
Still fhall thy name, with lafting glory, ftand 
High on the lift of that advent’rous band; 
Who, bidding Hiftory fpeak a modern tongue, 
From her cramp’d hand the Monkith fetters flung, 
While yet deprefs’d in Gothic night fhe lay, 
Nor faw th’ approaching dawn of Attic day.” 

I am, Sir, with regard, 
HISTORIOPHILOS. 


———— 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


ON THE NEW BRIDEWELL. 


Sir, 


By a claufe in the lately obtained Bridewell-A& for - 
this county and city, it is enaéted, That towards the an- 

nual expence of that inftitution, there fhall be levied 

ts. on each houfe valued at 5]. and upwards, and Is. on 

each plowgate of land. 
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By a pamphlet lately publithed relating to the free- | 
holders in Scotland, it appears, that in this county the 
number of freeholders is 85. Suppofing each of them 
to poffefs a houfe liable to the above tax, the fum, in 
whole, that can be levied upon the freeholders of Mid- 
Lothian for the fupport of the Bridewell, will be an- 
nually Four Pounds Five Shillings Sterling. 

By a ftate of the public road funds, printed about 
four years ago, it appears that the number of plowgates 
in this county is 1170. 

Thus the tenants, or proprietors in the capacity of 
farmers, will have to pay for the fame purpofe 581. 10s. 
that is, nearly fourteen times more than the lairds. 

I would be glad to know on what principle of equity 
the above affefiment is thus laid on? 

When the firft turnpike road affeflment was inftitu- 
ted in this county, the gentry of that age had the mo- 
defty to get themfelves exempted from its influence. 
The gentry of the prefent day, to their honour be it 
fpoken, act with more magnanimity and generofity; 
they difdain to lay the whale burden on their tenants, 
they have, on the contrary, with much liberality, fo 
contrived this bufinefs of the Bridewell, that from an 
annual revenue of above 100,o00l. Sterling, they are 
to pay collectively the very confiderable fum of Four 
Pounds and Five Shillings per Annum! 

Mid-Lothian, 


A TENANT. 
Aug. 10, 1791. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


On the Benefits to be derived from the general Diffufion 
of Knowledge. 


Sir, fs A _ gto 2 al 


REJOICE to find your Literary Journal in fo good a 
train. Ihope nothing will now obftruct this ufeful 
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work. We have lived to fee fome part of the value of 
the general diffufion of knowledge. Your fons will 
ftill fee more extenfively its happy effeéts. Reafon 
and Truth are the natural rulers of mankind, when 
the obftructions between their throne and their fubjeéts 
are fairly removed. Defpotifm and Vice, their na- 
tural enemies, will flee before them, and Europe be- 
come a garden peopled with Adams and Eves, before 
their fall. I have never relifhed the doétrine of moral 
evil being a neceffary part of the fyftem. What many 
individuals avoid, may be avoided by all. We thall 
by and by get a hunting of Happinefs inftead of Riches, 
and fee people efteemed for the tranquillity of their 
minds inftead of the extent of their poffeffions. I 
look alfo for another beneficial effe&t from the improve- 
ment of the moral fyftem. That the higheft and low- 
eft orders of the ftate will learn to adapt their ftile of 
living fo exaétly to their circumftances as to live hap- 
pily, and within bounds. I mention the éxtremes, be- 
caufe it is precifely thefe who refemble each other the 
moft in the diftrefs of their circumftances, it being al- 
moft as difficult to manage a great as a little income. 
How rarely, and how imperfe@tly do we find the art 
of ceconomics treated amidift all our publications, though 
a favourite epic among the ancients, and leading to in- 
finitely more important confequences in common life 
than many of the higher branches of philofophy. 
Gunnery tells us how to point cannon of all calibers ; 
ceconomics would teach us alfo the range of our for- 
tunes, what could, and what could not be attained by 
them. Adam Smith fhews clearly the wealth of na- 
tions depends upon the ceconomy of individuals; and 
that a ftate muft grow rich when each of its inhabi- 
tants faves annually fomething of his income. I find 
I have got on a topic that it would require a yolume to 
unfold all my ideas upon, or a month to comprefs them 
into the fize of a letter. J would have plans of houfes, 
lifts of fervants, wines and meats, cloaths and equi- 
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page for every ftage af fortune, from sooool. to the 
loweit income of the ftate, calculations of expence, 

mathematical demonitrations to fhew a man on look: 
ing at the ftile of his houfe, and lift of his fervants, 
that he muft be ruined; to foretell the precife mo- 
ment, to prefcribe the certain remedy. Something very 
popular, and quite new, might be done on this fub- 
je& by Genius and Induftry. A book of this fort 
would be as much bought, and perhaps now a days 
more read thanthe bible. Give us fomething of this 


fort when you can find leifure for it in the Bee. 
A. B.:T. 


Detached Obfervations. 

Tue prefence of thofe whom we have injured, and 
who have generoufly pardoned us, is in almoft all cafes 
difagreeable, even where we do not hate them; be- 
caufe it brings back the recolle€tion of a fault commit- 
ted, and of a benefit received ;—a fault which has be- 
come the more humiliating for us by the benefit which 
has fucceeded it. We fee in them our benefactor; 
and the witnefs or our injuflice. We fee them 
placed fo much above ourfclves, that the thought is 
too humiliating for human nature not to prove ex- 
tremely unpleafant. We never ought to offend any 
perfon ; becaufe that is unjuft, and becaufe the offence is 
afource of reciprocal enmicies. Sometimes we break with 
thofe whom we have offended,-without their b: eaking 
with us; we hate them without their ceafing to love us. 
There are many occafions when it would not be very 
unreafonable in us fay, J conjure you to forget and to par- 
don me for the injury you have done me. 

It is a mark of a great mind to be able cordially to 
efteem, and have a fincere friendfhip for the perfon 
whom we have once confiderably injured. Such a 
mind alone can comprehend the poflibility of fincerely 
forgiving the offence, and of courfe be fatisfied that 
the marks of friendthip beftowed are not effaced. 
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Antsy, 
mo- ' 
very One of the greateft beauties. Scotland ever produced happened to 
fubs live in Edinburgh fome years ago, to a gentleman, who 
f, was fully fenfible of ber charms. The illufion was mutual, 
ort but contrary to the opinion of their pareits. The Lady ufed 
days to open her window /butters, and placed the candle to be feen 
this by the lover. He haflened with the cfs of youth and im- 
patience ; but unfortunately the frf fignal was difconcerted by 
r the unexpetled vifit of the maiden dunt, which occafioned the 
. taper to be put out. The Verfes below were fent the next day 
by a Cady. fi 
and Verses to a Lady by her Lover, who thought fhe jilted bim. 
.~ When Hero from the watch tow’r head 
shee Her taper light difplay’d ; 
mam With eager hafte Leander fped, 
: be- And fought his beauteous maid. 
a But foon, alas! black ftorms arife, 
AOE s _ White waves on high are toft 5 
hem By ruffian winds the taper dies, 
ht is And poor Leander’s loft. 
c> A piteous tale ! unhappy youth ! 
any How cruel was thy fate ! 
ce is Who for thy conftancy and truth 
with A watery grave didft meet. 
kin3 Wretched indeed ! but think, dear maid, 
e us. - Who doft thefe lines perufe, 
very Hero her taper ne’er difplay’d, 
par- Leander to refufe. 
—————— eee 
ly to 
a The Honey Moon. A Song. 
hoa 
rely When maidens enter into life, 
that And blufhing Mifs becomes the wife, 


The female heart’s in tune; 
When love beat’s high, and reafon’s hid, 
And dearie does whate’er he’s bid, 
Then {prings the Honey Moon. 
Vol. V. D 
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When trinkets, rings, and fuch biyoux, 
Are bought to pleafe the lovely fpoufe ; 
And jaunts are made to town; 
When fmiles bedeck the pleafing face, 
The new caught husband fhines with grace, ~ 
More bright the Honey Moon. 


When all is mutual, all is love, 
The maid a turtle or a dove ; 
And morning peeps too foon : 
The youthful pair increafe in charms, 
And breathe love in each other’s arms, 
Full orb’d the Honey Moon. 


When reafon through a cloud is feen, 
And bufinefs wakens from a dream, 

And Auguft thinks on June ; 
When family matters call for aid, 
The wife fits eafy on the maid, 

And wanes the Honey Moon. 


When orders come from lips fo fweet, 
And, money, money, they repeat, 
And miftrefs dare prefume, 
The fetter’d lover feels his chains, 
And ftruggles. but t” encreafe his pains, 
Then droops the Honey Moon. 


When, “ Sir you muft come in at three, 
s¢ There’s company to dine with me,” 
And hufband’s brows fall down ; 
Then madam rules with iron rod, 
And purfe and patience feels the load, 
Then fets the Honey Moon. 


Let reafon’s planet then be bright, 
?Twill gild the lonely winter’s night 
With friendthip’s cheary bloom : 
No family broils will cry aloud ; 
Good nature’s fun peeps through the cloud; 
Nor changes like the Moon. 
EXPERIENCE. 
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a __________s,,, 
To the Editor of the Bee. 


SIR, 


Franxty acknowledging the decided fuperiority of the Englith 
Nation over the Scots ever fince the age of Buchanan, in erudi- 
tion, in claffical tafte, and in all the departments of laborious 
inveftigation, I beg leave, through the medium of your refpec- 
table Mifcellany, to recommend to the attention of that furpaf- 
fing and generous nation, the undertaking of Dr Tytler, of 
Brechin, to put the works of Callimachus in an Englith 
drefs, withthe tafte and fpirit of the original, and to exhibit 
the firft fpecimen of fo great a claffical work aftempted in 
Scotland, of which I take the liberty of communicating two of 
the Epigrams, which have been handed to me by the author. 
1 am, Sir, &c, 
ALBANICUS. 


EPIGRAM XXII. BEING CALLIMACHUS’S OWN EPITAPH. 


Whuoe’sr with hallow’d feet approaches near, 
Behold Callimachus lies buried here. 
I drew my birth from fam’d Cyrene’s fhore, 
And the fame name my fon and father bore. 
My warlike fire, in arms, much glory won, 
But brighter trophies grac’d his favour’d fon 5 
Lov’d by the tuneful nine he fweetly fung, 
And ftopt the venom of th’ invidious tongue: 
For whom the Mufe beholds, with fav’ring eyes, 
In early youth, fhall ne’er in age defpife. 
EPIGRAM XXIV. 

Cleombrotus, high on a rock 

Above Ambracia ftood, 
Bade Sol adieu, and as he fpoke 

Plung’d headlong in the flood. 
From no mifchance the leap he took, 

But fought the realms beneath ; 
Becaufe he read in Plato’s book 
* ‘That fouls live after death. 
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Intelligence concerning Arts. 


‘ " 


. / J 
Tr is a true obfervation, that “ example is more powerful 
than precept,” and in regard to arts and improvements, there 
are unanfwerable reafons may be urged why it ought ever to 
be adhered to as an invariable rule of conduét. On this 
principle, I cannot help congratulating the public in being 
now able to announce, that I have now in my poffeffion 2 
Jfrwatch* of the firft web of filk that ever was made in Britaint, 
of materials reared entirely in this country.—Mr Andrew 
Wright of Paifley has the merit of having fet the example of the 
practicability of this undertaking, as appears by the following 
Jetter. When this fhall become a great national obje& of at: 
tention, which it undoubtedly will be in time, I hope the 
name of this patriotic gentleman will be celebrated, as that of 
Beukelfzoon: in the Netherlands, whofe tomb was vifited by 
the Great. Emperor Charles V. as one of the principal 
benefaétors of his country, by having taught his fubjeéts the 


SILK wa IN SCOTLAND. 


* I am aware I here make ufe of a term, that may perhaps be 
accounted Scotch, that is wearing out of fafhion, I think, very 
improperly. One, who affected te write fine language, would 
have {aid a pattern ; but a pattern properly means a thing that is 
exhibited for the fake of being imitated by a workman : it could 
not properly kave been ufed in this fenfe here, as it was not 
fent to me for that purpofe, Why fhould we confound words ? 
we fay a fample of grain, and a /watch of cloth, both implying’ 
that a {mall portion is taken froma larger, to fhow what quali- 
ty it is of. I tha!l not be furprifed to fee fome affected perfon 
fay an example of grain.—Why banifh words from the language 
that contain diftin@ ideas? A man would be reckoned an 
jgnoramus, who fhould now make ufe of the word dundle. He 
muft forfooth fay parcel, although that word has a diflinct and 
grPropriated meaning, different from bundle. 

+ I fay Britain ; for although the Society of Arts in the Strand 
have, for feveral years: paft, advertifed a confiderable premium 
for rearing filk in England, I have not yet heard that ever they 
have had any of it made intoa qed. 
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art of curing herrings, which had in the courfe of ages be- 
come a fource of great wealth and profperity to the nation. 

Nor let thofe who have not turned their attention to mat- 
ters of this nature, Jook upon this enterprife with any eye of 
defpondence as a diftant event :—improvements, when once be- 
gun upon rational foundations, advance with immenfe rapidity. 
It is not above fifteen or fixteen years, fince the writer of this 
article found a man, who, with much labour and ingenuity, 
difcovered a method of weaving a {mall web entirely of cotton, 
fo fine as to be fit for being ufed as cravats.—This was thought 
before that to be impoffible, and it was looked upon as a great 
curiofity—yet, fo rapid has the improvement in this refpe& 
been, that Britifh muflins are now brought into competition 
with the fineft that have been made in India; and it has be- 
come a great and growing manufacture, and an objeét of im- 
menfe national importance. The late King of Pruffia, I have 
already remarked, began to intreduce the rearing of filk in his 
dominions, about, as nearly as I can recolleét, the year 1760, 
and he had the fatisfaétion to live to fee that it had become a 
very great national object.—His Prime Minifter, Count Hertz- 
berg, gives the following account of it in the year 1785: “* The 
“ filk manufactures in Pruffia, fays he, employ more than 
5009 perfons, who manufaéture to the value of above two 
millions, and who fabricated laft year at Berlin, 1,200,250 
ells of ftuffi, and 400,000 ells of gaufe : they employed above 
700,000 pounds of raw filk, of which a fixth part is already 
the produce of the country. The produce of filk in the year 
1784 in the Pruffian eftates, including Silefia, was 13,432 I. 
of which the great part is very fine, and equal to that of France 
and the ordinary filks of Italy. 

“* What is faid above, only comprehends the manufadtures 
of Berlin and the Marche: we have, befides thefe, at Crefeldt, 
in the principality of Meurs on the Rhine, the greateft and 
the fineit filk manufafture perhaps in Europe. This eftablith- 
ment was effected by the able and worthy merchants the 
Mefrs Layens at their own expence—they there manufaé@ure 
annually to the value of feveral millions of ecus of the beft 
ftuffs, which they difpofe of to the north, and even to the Se- 
raglio of Conftantinople.—This manufadture, in which is em- 
ployed five thoufand workmen, has given to the city of Cre. 
feldt, formerly inconfiderable, a population and neatnefs which 
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may be compared in that refpeét to fome of the towns in Hol- 
land.” 

What has been done elfewhere may be done here ?—Perfe- 
verance and induftry overcome every obftacle, except bad laws, 
which inevitably prove the deftruétion of induftry and every 
preatenterprife. The following letter clearly proves, that the at- 
tempt is not only feafible in Theory, but can eafily be carried 
into Praétice. 


Io Fames Anderfon, LL. D. Editor of the Bee, 
Edinburgh. 


SIR, 


Tus finall piece of crape filk gaufe*, I made from the filk of 
worms of my own rearing in Paifley. From the cloth, you will 
fee that it is of an excellent.qualityt, and will ftand a compa- 
rifon with any imported from Italy. Being the firft piece of 
filk gaufe made from the produttion of Scotland, I thought 
that it would not be an unacceptable prefent to you, who, from 
your eflays on this fubjeé&t, appear to be a lover of your native 
country. 

Although I have made a fmall quantity of filk each year for 
feveral years paft, for the amufement of a leifure hour, I am 
not able to fay any thing new on the fudje&. As the na- 
ture of my bufinefs requires all my attention and moft of my 
time, I have not got the various experiments made that I 
intended. I only obferve that this climate agrees very well 
with the filk wowms $; for of the few that I reared this year, I 
did not lofe above five or fix per 100 by death; alfo the 
young mulberry trees I planted about three or four years fince, 
are thriving exceeding well.—Upon the whole, I am of opinion, 


* In order that you may judge of the quality of the filk, I 
have fent the gaufe in the fame ftate that fuch kinds of godds 
are taken from the weavers hands. 

+ Each thread confifts of five ends of the worm. 

ft In order to afcertain the length fpun by one worm, I warp- 
ed off one of their cafes on a warping mill, and found that it 
had {pun upwards of 550 yards. 
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that were the rearing of filk eftablithed in fome parts of Scot- 
land, where living is cheap and the price of labour low, it 
would turn out to be an object of importance to places of the 
above defcription. 

Should any of the ladies or gentlemen of your acquaintance, 
or readers, who have time and opportunity to make experi- 
ments to find out the beft method of rearing filk in Scotland, 
I will fupply them this year with a few eggs of that ufeful infec, 
the filk worm moth. 

Sir, 
I Remain your moft obedient fervant, 
ANDREW WRIGHT. 


Paifley, Aug. 31- 1791- 
= 





The following circular Letter has been lately received by the Edi- 
tor of this Mifcellany; as it refpetis a fubje@ of great impor- 
tance, he refpettfully requefts the favour of any of his readers 
who may have had occafion to obferve any faés relative to 
the objet of enquiry, to communicate them (poft paid) to him, 
awhich he fhall take care to forward to the Bath Society. He 
remembers to have feen, feveral years ago, a good many Fir 
trees, in the ifland of Arran, gnawed through above ground, fo 
as to make them perifb, and was told this was done by the 
Shrew moufe—He sever faw any wild fquirrels in Scotland 
himfelf, but has heard there are fome of thefe animals in Sal- 
ion and Humbie Woods, in Laff Lothian. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


Bath and Weft of England Society for the Encou- 
ragement of Agriculture, Arts, Manufactures, 
and Commerce. 


SIR, 


Tuis Society has been informed by feveral gentlemen refident 
in the counties of Somerfet and Wilts, that of late years very 
great damage has been done to their Fir-plantations, efpecially 
among the Scotch Firs, by /guérre/s preying upon the bark, in- 
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fomuch that a general deftruétion of that part of their woods is 
apprehended. ‘The time when thefe little animals moft com- 
monly attack the tree, is the Spring, after their Winter hoards 
are exhaufted; and their manner of doing it is by gnawing the 
bark quite round the leader of the tree, a few feet below the 
top, chewing it for the fake of the moifture, and dropping the 
woody parts like faw-duft, which may be found fcattered on 
the ground beneath. The tree, thus barked, decays in that 
part, lofes its top by the firft rough wind, and of courfe gradu- 
ally perifhes. One gentleman near Bath, whofe plantations 
are about 40 years old, has loft the greater part of his beft 
Scotch Firs in this manner within the laft feven years. 

The Society, taking this fubje& into confideration, has 
thought proper to inftitute an enquiry by letter, through diffe- 
rent parts of the nation, how far this complaint is general. You 
are, therefore, refpeétfully requefted to enquire among your 
friends who have Fir plantations ; and be fo obliging as to fay 
how far, from fuch enquiry and your own obfervation, you 
have reafon to think plantations are generally fuffering from 
the aforefaid or any other caufe. 

And as, from the fuppofed neglect and fcarcity of oak timber, 
planting and the prefervation of Woods is become an obje@ of 
great national confequence, you are alfo refpetfully requefted 
ta give your fentiments on the prefent ftate of oak plantations 
in general ; and how far you think the larch, or any other tree, 
(capable of being fubftituted to advantage, for oak, in any 
branch of fhip-building) has been attentively cultivated in your 
neighbourhood. Such, with any other communication on ru- 
ral affairs, which you will be fo obliging as to make to this 
Society, on or before the firft of November next, will be thank- 
fully received. 

By order of the Society, 
With much refpea, 
Wm. MATTHEWS, Sec. 
Bath, Fuly 30th 1791. 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 


A Copy of a Letter from the Reverend F. Wirson to the 
Reverend F. Heaprick. 


Srockport,.Auc. 23. 1791, 
DEAR SIR, 


Iw the 2d Vol. of the Bee, I fubmitted to the public a few ob- 
fervations.concerning a method of féparating the foflile alkali 
from Glauber’s falts. In a letter, which lies before me, you 
have been fo kind as to fend me an account of fome objedtions, 
which have been made to the method which I propofed. 

The obje@tions which you have mentioned are contained in 
the following words ; ** That your procefs would indeed fepa- 
rate the alkali, but would produce a hepar of lime, foluble 
“ in the liquid, from which it would be impoffible to wath out 
“ the alkali ; and that by expofure totheair, the fulphur would 
“ again become acid, and re-unite itfelf with the alkali, Jeav- 
“ ing the procefs where it began.” 

That a hepar of lime is not produced by my procefs, will, I 
hope, be abundantly clear from a few remarks. 1 mix fulphat 
of foda and charcoal together, put them in a furnace, and af- 
ter the watery fifion is over, 1 continue the procefs till they 
are melted by a {trong heat, and form liver of fulphur, 

{then diflolve the hepar in a plentiful quantity of water, 
and allow it to ftand for a few days, till the hepatic fmell is 
moftly gone; then I draw it off clear, and evaporate it to dry- 
nefs. When this is done, I mix it with a fixteenth part of its 
weight of chalk or quick-lime, and put it into a furnace ftrong- 
ly heated, where it is kept till the whole is blended into one 
mafs. As foon as it is taken out, and cooled, it is fit for ufe. 

That it isnot in this ftate a liver of fulphur, is apparent from 
its having no effe& on filver, even though kept among it for a 
confiderable time. 

I fave made an experiment upon {eparating the alkali from 
Glauber’s falts, fince I received your letter, which has occafion- 
ed — anaes and the geet, which I feparated, has 

ol. V: 
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not tinged filver, which has‘ been, kept in conta@ with it’thefe 
feveral days*.  - ad eye 

It thould féem from thefe:cincumftances, “that there is very 
little fulphur remaining in the foda, and muft be at leaft great- 
ly. weakened. - . « Aietri, Pag 

‘ When the hepar fulphuris is diffolved in water, the fulphur, 

being fcareely foluble in water; is in part difengaged from the 
alkali, and,finks to the bottom. ., 
*¢ While the folution is evaporating, more of the fulphur is 
feparated, and adheres to the fides and bottom of the veilel, 
‘This may be.removed-by conveying the folution into another 
veffel, when the procefs of evaporation draws towards an end, 
A part of the fulphur which {till remains, is probably volati- 
Jized in the furnace before the heat becomes fo ftrong as to 
burn. it, In, fhort, by the various parts of the procefs, fo little 
fulphur remains, that the alkali may be applied to many uféful 
purpofes. Though athes muft always be valuable in propor- 
tion to their purity, yet it is not abfolitely neceffary, that, in 
every cafe, they thould be perfeétly free from fulphur. By exa- 
mining the lies of American: pot athes, you will find, that they 
contain a confidérable deal of fulphur, and yét they are very 
ufeful in bleaching. co i 

Without faying any thing of the glafs-houfe, or the manu 

facture of common foap, the foffile alkali, feparated according 
to my direétions, will, I hope, be found to be beneficial for 
boiling or bleaching ftrong goods in the firft ftages of bleach- 
ing. ;. 
It is fcarcely neceflary to remark, that the purity of the 
foda, either with refpe€t to fulphur or neutral falts, miuft de 
pend upon the degree of accuracy which has been obferved in 
conduéting the operation. 

I by no means fuppofe that my fcheme is free from imper- 
feétions, but it has at leaft novelty to offer in alleviation of its 
defeéts, and time aided by experience will, it is. hoped, render 
it more worthy of approbation. 


* Since the above was written, I have made fome fargher ex- 
periments with ftill greater accuracy ; the refult is this: In no 
cafe have I ever found that the alkali obtained by my procefs 
has, in its dry fate, tinged filver, and in one. cafe a folution of it 
in water did not affect filver ; but I have fince made lie of the 
alkali that does tinge filver a little; 
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Many frujitlefs attempts have been made to feparate the 
alkali from -Glauber’s falts, by the ifitervention of charcoal, and 
to leave it uncombined with any confiderable portion of ful- 
phur; therefore, if mine be found in any tolerable degree to 
anfwer the purpofe, it may perhaps efcape without the feverity 
of cenfure. If any gentleman wifhes to make ‘trialof this 
{cheme upon a large fcale, it will afford: me much pleafure to 
give him all the affiftance in my power. me. 

‘Should atiy unforefeen difficulty occur on a ‘latge fcale, in 
feparating the fulphur from the alkali, metallic calces may be 
applied. ‘This you fuggefted to me in your letter, and at the 
fame time juftly obferved, that the “ fcales of hammered iron,” 
which are.to be found in every {mithy, would anfwer the pur- 


Ce 

If this method be followed, the metal muft be ufed.in the 
moift ftage of the procefs, for in the dry way fulphur has e 
ftronger affinity to fixed alkali, than to any other‘KRown fub- 
ftance. 

When the hepar has been diffolved, and the folution moftly 
evaporated, it muft be triturated or beatén with the iron 
{cales, in order te form an union between the fulphur and the 
iron, and to leave the alkali difengaged. The remaining part 
of the procefs may be carried on according to the former diree- 
tions. : 

Iam, Sir, 
with much efteem, 
your fincere friend, &c- 
J. WILSON. 
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Proceedings in Parliament. 
CONVENTION WITH SPAIN. 


Tat next bufiriefs of importance that was -agitated in Parlia- 
ment, was the Convention with Spain. 

Mr Mainwaring indeed, in the fpeech he made previous. to 

moving the addrefs, gave a Jong and warm eulogium on the 
convention ; ftating in 4 very ample mianner the benefits that 
refulted from peace, ard giving the minifter great credit for 
the infurance of that peace, by means of the armament and fuc- 
ceeding convention with Spain.—The fending out, faid he, fo 
large and powerful a fleet in fo fhort a time, would tend ma- 
terially to fecure us the continuance of peace, by deterring other 
powers from infulting us. He alfo expatiated on’ the extent of 
territory, through which our expanding trade was now fuffer- 
ed to rangé, the perpetual enjoyment of the fouthern whale fithe- 
ry, the policy of our fupporting the balatice of power in Europe, 
and the:means by which we and our allies had béen enabled to 
effect not only that, but to reftore the tranquility to contending 
nations, 
, Mr Fox was far from agreeing with him in opinion concern- 
ing the coavention, and voted for the addrefs on other grounds, 
declining to enter on the.confideration of the convention till 
the papers refpecting it fhould be laid before the Houfe. 


Friday, December 3. 1790. 


Mr Pitt, at the bar of the Houfe, prefented a copy and tranfla- 
tion of the Declaration on the part of his Majefty and the Catho- 
lic King, figned at the E/curial on the 12th of May laft, and 
the Convention, figned on the 23d of Otober, which were as 
follow : 


DECLARATION. 


His Britannic Majefty having complained of the capture of cer- 
tain veffels belonging to his fubjeéts in the port of Nootka, fitu- 
ated on the northi-weft coaft of America, by an officer in the 
fervice of the King, the under-figned Couniellor and Principal 
Secretary of State to his Majefty, being thereto duly autaorifed, 
declares, in the name and by the order’of his faid Majefty, that 
he is willing to give fatisfaction to his Britannic Majeity for the 
injury of whieh he has complained, fully perfuaded that his faid 
Britannic Majefty would act in the fame manner towards the 
King under fimilar circumftances: and his Majefty further en- 


at. 14. 


Parlia- 


i0us. to 
on the 
its that 
dit for 
nd fuc- 
he, fo 
d ma- 
g other 
tent of 
fufter- 
; fifhe- 
1M: > 
rat 
nding 


ncern- 
unds, 
on till 


anfla- 
atho- 
» and 
re as 


F cer- 
fitu- 
) the 
cipal 
ifed, 
that 
r the 
faid 
; the 
ren- 


1791. PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 37 


gages to make full reftitution of all the Britith veffels which were 
captured at. Nootka, and to indemnify the parties interefted in 
thofe veffels, for the loffes which they fhall have fuftained, as 
foon as the amount thereof fhall be rtained. 

It being underfteod that this declaration is not to preclude or 
prejudice the ulterior difcuffion of any right- which his Majeft 
may coe to form an exclufive eftablifhment at the portoe, 
Nootka. 

In witnefs whereof, I have figned this declaration, and 
fealed jr with the feal of my arms.. At Madrid, the 2gth 
of July 1790. : 

Signed, 
(L. S.) Le Comte de Florida Blanca. 


COUNTER DECLARATION. 

His Catholic Majefty having declared that he was willing to 
give fatisfaction for the injury done tothe King, by the capture 
of certain yeffelsbelonging to his fubjects in the bay of Nootka; 
and the Count de Florida Blanca having figned, in the name and 
by the order of his Catholic Majefty, a declaration to this effect, 
and by which his faid Majefty likewife engages to make full re- 
ftitution of the vefiel: fo captured, and to indemnify the parties 
interefted in thofe veffels for the loffes they fhall have fuftained ; 
the under-figned Ambaffador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of his Majefty to the Catholic King, being thereto duly and ex- 
prefsly authorifed, accepts the faid declaration in the name of 
the King; and declares that his Majefty will confider this decla- 
ration, together with the performance of the engagements con- 
tained therein, as a full and entire fatisfaction for the injury of 
which his Majefty has complained. 

The under-ligned declares, at the fame time, that it is to be un- 
derftood, that neither the faid declaration, figned by Count Flo- 
rida Blanca, nor the acceptance thereof by the under-figned, in 
the name of the King, is to preclude or prejudice, in any refpect, 
the right which his’ Majefty may claim to any eftablifhment which 
his fubjeéts may have formed, or fhould be defirous of forming 
in future, at the faid bay of Nootka. 

In witnefs whereof, I ha¥e figned this counter declaration, 
and fealed it with the feal of my arms. At Madrid, the 


24th of July 1790. 
Signed, 
(L. S.) Alleyne Fitzberberte 


CONVENTION. 

Their Britannic and Catholic Majefties being, Solon of ter- 
minating, by a fpeedy and folid agreement, the differences which 
have lately arifen between the two crowns, have judged, that 
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the beft way of attaining this falutary object, would be that of 
an amicable arrangement, which, fetting afide all retrolpective 
difcuffion of the rights and pretenfions of the two parties, fhould 
fix their refpetive fituations, for the future, on a bafis conform- 
able to their ¢rtie’ interefts, as well as to the mutual defire with 
which their faid Majefties are animated, of eftablifhing with 
each other, in évety thing, and in every place, the moft 

friendfhip, harmony, and good’ correfpondence, In this view 
they have named and conftituted for their plenipotentiaries, viz. 
on the of his Britannic Majefty, Alleyne Fitzherbert, Efq; 
one of his faid Majefty’s Privy Council in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and his Ambaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
his Catholic Majefty ; and, on the part of his Catholic MajeOy, 
Don Jofeph Monino; Count ‘of Florida Blanca, Knight, 

Crofs of the Royal-Spanifh order of Chatles III’. Counfellor of 
State to his faid vege ape his principal Secretary of State, 

w 


and of the ee after having communicated to each 
other their refpective full powers, have agreed upon the follow- 
ing articles: ee ae tops +s 


Article I. Itis agreed that the buildings and tracks of land, 
fituated on the north-weft coaft of the continent of North Ame- 
rica, or on iflands adjacent to that continent, of which the fub- 
jects of his Britatinic Majefty were difpoffeffed, about the month 
of April 1789, by a Spanith officer, fhall be reftored to the faid 
Britith fubjedts. - ids a8. dt tees 5 « 

Article I. And farther, that a juft reparation fhall be made, 
according to the nature of the cafe, for all aéts of violence or 
hoftility, which may have been committed, ‘fubfequent to the 
month of April 1789, by the fubjeéts of either of the contract- 
ing parties againft the fubjects of the other; and that, in cafe 
any of the faid refpective fubjeéts thall, fince the fame period, 
have been forcibly difpoffeffed of their lands, buildings, veffels, 
merchandize, or other -whatever, on the faid’continent, 
or on the feas or'iflands adjacent, they fhall be re-eftablithed in 
the poffeffion thereof; or a juft co: fatiom thall be made 
them for the loffes which ‘they fhall have fuftained. * i 

Article IIL. And, in order to ftrengthen:the bonds of frietd- 
fhip, and to preferve, in future, a perfe@* harmony and good 
underftanding between the two contracting parties, it is agreed, 
that their refpedtive fubjects fhall not be difturbed or molefted, 
either in navigation or carrying on their fifheries in the Pacific 
Ocean, or in the South Seas, or in landing on the coatfts of thofe 
feas, in places not already occupied, for the purpofe of carrying 
on their commerce with the natives of the country, or of mak- 
ing fettlements there: the whole fubjeét, neverthelefs, to the 
no = and provifions fpecified in the three following 
Articles. 
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Article IV. His Britannic Majefty engages to take the moft 
effectual meafures to prevent the navigation and fifhery of his 
fubjeéts in the Pacific Ocean, or in the South Seas, from be- 
ing made a pretext for illicit trade with the Snanifh fettlements ; 
and, with this view, it is. moreover expréfly ftipulated, that 
Britith fubjects fhall not navigate, or~-carry on their fithery in 
the faid feas, within the fo.ce often fea leagues from any part 
of the coafts already occupied by Spain. 

‘ Article V. It is agreed that, as well in the places which are 
to be reftored to the Britith fubjeéts, by virtne of the firft Ar- 
ticle, as in all other parts of the north ‘weftern coafts of North 
America, or of the iflands adjacent, fituated to the north of the 

arts of the faid coaft already occupied~by Spain, wherever the 

bjects of either of the two ‘powers - fhall-have’ made fettle- 
ments fince the month of April 1789, or fhall hereafter make 
any, the fubjects of the other fhall have free accefs, and fhall 
carry on their trade, without any difturbance or moleftation. 

Article VI. It is.farther agreed, with. refpect to the eaftern 
and weftern coafts of South America, and to the iflands adjacent, 
that no fettlement fhall be formed hereafter, by the refpeétive 
fubjeéts, in fuch parts of thofe coafts as are fituatéd to the fouth 
of thofe parts of the fame coafts, and of the-iflands adjacent, 
which are already occupied by Spain ; provided that the faid 
refpective fubjects fhall retain the liberty of landing on the 
Coafts and iflands fo fituated, for the purpofes of their fithery ; 

d of erecting thereon huts, and other temporary buildings, 
erving only for thofe purpofes. 

_ Article VII. In all cafes of complaint, or infraction of the 
Articles of the prefent Convention, the officers of either party, 
without permitting themfelves previoufly to commit any vio 
lence or act of force, fhall be bound to make an exact report of 
the affair, and of its circumftances, to their refpective Courts, 
who will terminate fuch differences in an amicable manner. 

Article VIII. The prefert, Convention fhall be ratified and 
confirmed in the fpace of fix weeks ; to be computed from the 
day of its fignature ; or fooner if it can be done. 

In witnefs whereof, we the underfigned Plenipotentiaries of 
their Britannic and. Catholic Majefties, have in their names, and 
in virtue of our refpective full powers, figned the prefeat Con- 
vention, and fet thereto the feals of our arms. 

Done at the Palace of St Laurence, the 28th of Odto- 


ber, 1790. 
~ El Conde de Florida Blanca. 
(L. S. Alleyne Fitzherbert. 


Mr Pitt alfo prefented an Account of the Expences incurred 
in the Navy during the late armament, and that of the Board 
of Ordnance, as far as it could be made up. . 
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Thefe papers were all ordered to.lie.on the table. — 

Mr Grey {aid there was a great variety.of papers which the 
Houfe would think it right,to have before them previous to any 
decifion on the fubjec&t. He fuppofed fuch papers were intended 
to be produced. : , 

Mr Pitt replied, that he ad prefented fuch papers as he had 
in command from his Majefty. What other papers Gentlemen 
might chufe to move for,-he.could not forefee ; but.as far as he 
could judge, all the papers.were now on the table which were 
neceflary for the difcuffion, or proper to be produceds 


Supply.. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee on his Majefty’s 
Speech ; Mr ‘Gilbert in the Chair. 

A fupply being voted to his Majefty, in the indefinite 
manner which is cuftomary in opening the Committee of Sup- 
ply, the Houfe refumed, and, after ordering the Report to be 
received to-morrow, adjourned. 

Mr' Pitt gave notice, that he meant to bring forward the dif- 
cuffion upon the merits of the Convention, on Monday, the day 
preceding the call of the Houfe,—and that on the expences of 
the late armament on the Wednefday thereafter,—and hoped 
that if any gentleman wifhed for the production ef any other 
papers, a motion of that nature would occupy their attention 
tome day before the great bufinefs of the Convention. 

Mr Gr@ faid, he intended to move for the production of 
other papers than had been already prefented, but waited till a 
fuller Houfe for that purpofe: 

Mr Pitt faid he thould ftrenuoufly oppofe any motion for the 
produétion of other papers than thofe prefented by Govern- 
ment. [To be continued. ] 


Card. 


THe Author of the Ode on Grandeur prefents his compliments 
to Dr Anderfon. He never underftood from the Profpeétus of 
the Bee, that the addrefles given in the fealed notes enclofed in 
the cdmpetition pieces, would have been publifhed without the 
confent of the parties concerned. His name having been from 
this mifconception accidentally dragged into public, he thinks 
it neceflary to obferve, that his intention in fending the Ode, 
was not to enter the lifts of competition ; but to afcertain the 
merit of a {mall performance, of which he entertained doubts. 
He therefore begs leave to decline the honour conferred on him 
by thofe who have adjudged him the premium ; in the expec- 
tation of its being transferred to fome other more ambitious of 
poetic fame than the author of the Ode on Grandeur- 
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